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Also deserving of deep appreciation is Leonard Allen and his staff at Abilene
Christian University Press.
The publication of Taking Every Thought Captive is the most visible expression
of our year-long celebration of the fortieth anniversary of CSR. Another expression of this celebration was a dinner held at the Intercontinental Hotel (O’Hare)
on April 15, 2011. John Wilson, editor of Books & Culture moderated a panel discussion that included Mark Noll and George Marsden in which they discussed
the forty-year history of CSR and its connections to and influences on Christian
scholarship during that period. The discussion was lively, insightful, and engaging. CSR Publisher David Hoekema and Associate Publisher Jerry Pattengale also
offered remarks that may be found below. All in all, it was a wonderful evening
and a fitting high water mark of our fortieth anniversary.
Deep thanks and appreciation go to Samuel Seaman (Pepperdine University),
outgoing Associate Editor for Business and the Professions, for his invaluable service to CSR; he has done a wonderful job ensuring the high quality of the scholarly
essays that we publish. We welcome Walton Padelford (Union University) as our
new Associate Editor for Business and the Professions.
The theme issue for summer 2012, “Globalization and Global Trends in
Christian Higher Education,” will be guest edited by Janel Curry and Joel Carpenter of Calvin College (see the announcement in this issue). Discussion on the
appropriateness of manuscript topics with the guest editors is recommended and
encouraged through e-mail: jcurry@calvin.edu or jcarpent@calvin.edu.
I have enjoyed this past year and look forward to 2011-12.
Don W. King
Montreat College
Montreat, NC
July 31, 2011

Opening Comments for 40th Anniversary Banquet, Christian Scholar’s
Review by David A. Hoekema, Publisher, CSR; Professor of Philosophy,
Calvin College
Let me welcome all of you to the fortieth birthday party of Christian Scholar’s
Review! The editors and I are delighted that you are able to join us in looking back
at four decades of publishing the best Christian scholarship and looking forward
to the years and decades to come. We thank all of you for your contributions to
this enterprise. Above all, we thank the Lord whom we serve for enabling CSR
to flourish and to enrich the community of Christian teachers and scholars across
the United States and Canada and beyond through its quarterly issues.
Let me add a special word of welcome to Mark Miller and his wife Patsy Allen,
whose presence reminds us of the work of a founding father and a longtime pillar
of CSR, Mark’s father Charles J. Miller. While serving as Professor of History and
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Assistant to the Provost at Calvin College, Dr. Miller was the catalyst in forming
a working group of Christian college faculty members who launched the new
journal and set it on the course it has followed ever since. Joel Carpenter, former
provost at Calvin and now head of the Nagel Institute for World Christianity, is
another of our honored guests this evening. He remembers Dr. Miller as a valued
mentor, not only in launching his career as a historian but also in finding a place
in the Calvin community despite the seemingly insurmountable handicap of
bearing an English rather than a Dutch surname (Miller’s having been the first
such name to be found on Calvin’s faculty rosters). Dr. Miller served as managing
editor of CSR from its earliest years until the mid-1990s, when Todd Steen first
assisted and then succeeded him. The only award that CSR bestows is an annual
prize for the best published article, and to honor his memory we have named it
the Charles J. Miller Award. We are glad that the Miller family is represented at
our celebration this evening.
I have the honor of announcing the publication of an anthology entitled Taking Captive Every Thought: Forty Years of Christian Scholar’s Review, of which Don
King is principal editor, assisted by Jerry Pattengale, Todd Ream, Todd Steen, and
myself. Leonard Allen of Abilene Christian University Press is with us tonight,
having transported several cartons of books directly from the press to our meeting room, and we thank him for the care and dispatch with which the volume
has been edited and produced. We hope it will be a useful resource for many and
encourage each of you to arrange for wide distribution to your colleagues, at the
steep quantity discounts that the press is offering for a limited time.
Four decades is a very long time in the life of a person or a college—indeed,
many of you present tonight are younger than the journal. Into what sort of world
was CSR born? What signal events in the larger world attended its birth? Here
are some of the noteworthy events of the year 1970, when volume I number 1
saw the light of day:
• The Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty took effect after being ratified by fifty-six
nations;
• Rhodesia declared itself a republic, throwing off British control and sowing the
seeds of four tumultuous decades in what is now Zimbabwe;
• The United States launched its military campaign in Cambodia, expanding the
scope of the Vietnam War;
• Four antiwar protesters were killed by National Guard troops at Kent State
University;
• Fourteen U.S. military officers faced charges in a court martial for the massacre
of hundreds of civilians in the village of My Lai;
• The first Earth Day was marked by a nationwide “teach-in”;
• The Apollo 13 mission to the moon was aborted before landing, a “successful
failure” for the space program;
• The Public Health Cigarette Act ended the broadcast advertising of tobacco
products;

5

Christian Scholar’s Review

6

•
•
•
•
•

Black Sabbath released its first album;
The Beatles broke up;
Diana Ross left the Supremes;
Alexandr Solzhenitsyn was awarded the Nobel Prize in literature; and
President Nixon welcomed Elvis Presley to the White House.

Launched in this tumultuous time, Christian Scholar’s Review represented a
bold initiative to sustain and cultivate scholarship that serves both the academy
and the church. The Christian colleges whose faculty members came together to
lay its foundation are all among our affiliated institutions today, but they were
very different colleges at that time than they are today, more distant both from
prevailing currents of contemporary culture and from the scholarly life of leading
research universities.
Publication of one’s scholarly writing in refereed journals was at that time
a signal achievement for a small minority of Christian college faculty, not an expectation of all. Students who enrolled in denominational colleges were mostly
members of the sponsoring denominations, and theological divisions often correlated closely with ethnic distinctions both in student bodies and in faculty ranks.
Many Christian colleges saw themselves as islands of refuge from a society that
was becoming more secular and more bitterly divided. On every campus, to be
sure, there were student and faculty voices calling for a more direct and effective
engagement of the demands of the Gospel with the wrenching problems of war,
poverty, and social injustice. But they were more often simply tolerated than
listened to. Change came slowly on these campuses, and their quiet insularity
contrasted sharply with the ferment that was raging in the rest of academia.
Those who came together to plan an interdisciplinary journal of Christian
scholarship were undertaking a bold and risky venture. With an existing model
in mind—a journal until then published by one of their institutions, the Gordon
Review—they sought to provide a channel for scholarly communication that would
be multi-institutional and interdisciplinary. Its contents would be selected from
among submissions through a process of critical review by scholarly peers, and
the journal would be disseminated to a broad readership in academia, not just in
Christian liberal arts institutions but at research universities as well. Moreover,
its support would come from institutions dedicated to the advancement of liberal
education and scholarship in a Christian context, and these institutions in turn
would appoint the members of its governing body.
These hopes have been fulfilled, and more than fulfilled, in the journal’s
four decades. The ranks of sponsoring institutions have grown from the initial
half-dozen to nearly four dozen today. When the journal’s legal status was reorganized in the 1990s, from a private trust to a nonprofit corporation, all affiliated
institutions became equal partners in governance through their representatives
to the editorial board. A succession of gifted and dedicated editors maintained
high standards in selecting submissions for publication. All are still living and
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were invited to join us tonight: George Brushaber, President of Bethel University;
Clifton Orlebeke, retired from Calvin College; William Hasker, retired from Huntington University; and Roger Olsen, now at Baylor University’s Truett Theological Seminary. None were able to do so, unfortunately; but we have dedicated the
anniversary volume to them.
As a result of its long record of rigorously selected and carefully edited articles
and reviews, CSR is now indexed in leading bibliographical databases, and its
articles are frequently cited in scholarly monographs and peer-reviewed journals
in a wide range of fields. But there is another side of the editors’ contribution to
Christian scholarship that is not visible in the printed journal: in writing comments
for authors whose work is not yet at the level that warrants publication, the editors
have taken special care to offer constructive criticism and guidance, particularly to
authors in early stages of their careers who do not yet have a substantial record of
scholarly publications. Some of the rejected articles undergo revision and eventually appear in our pages; others never reach that point. But the pain of rejection
is always tempered by a spirit of collegiality and encouragement.
In both of these ways—by publishing excellent scholarship and by helping to
guide those whose work is not yet ready for publication—CSR has provided steady
and effective encouragement to faculty members at Christian colleges who seek
to share the fruits of their research and reflection with a broad audience. In 1970
it was difficult to find any published articles in major disciplinary journals that
looked seriously at the role of religion and theology in any of the major disciplines.
Today, thankfully, that is no longer the case. Major scholarly publishing houses
and leading disciplinary journals devote considerable attention to scholarship that
addresses theological questions in British literature, religious influences on early
modern European politics, religious dimensions of developmental psychology,
and the like. For Christian scholars, CSR is no longer the only available publication outlet. Yet it continues to attract first-rate submissions from scholars in many
disciplines, from its supporting institutions and from other colleges and universities, and it has earned the respect of the academy for the quality of its contents.
I have spent several semesters recently teaching and conducting research in
Africa, as director of a Calvin study program in Ghana and as a Fulbright teacher
and scholar in Kenya. (There is a CSR connection here: my very first trip to the
continent of Africa was at the invitation of the editorial board of an interdisciplinary journal of Christian scholarship published by Daystar University in Kenya.
Editor Don King and I spent a week there in May 2001, conducting workshops for
faculty on means of encouraging and disseminating scholarly work, and it was
to the same university that I returned for a semester in 2010 to teach philosophy
and study African political philosophy.) Everywhere I have lived in Africa, I have
observed a vibrancy and profound commitment to the Gospel in its flourishing
churches. Yet I also find a dearth of critical and sustained intellectual inquiry in
the churches and a lack of commitment to broad and deep liberal arts education
in Africa’s Christian universities. We are very fortunate in the United States that
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our Christian institutions of higher education enjoy supportive (even if occasionally contentious) relationships with supporting churches and denominations and
that the model of broad preparation in the major disciplines is still the foundation
of our curricular requirements. Scholarly journals like Christian Scholar’s Review
may seem to operate at several removes from the daily life of church members
and students, but I believe they make an indispensable contribution to the nurturance of an atmosphere of critical and open inquiry, wide-ranging curiosity,
and steadfast dedication to the Gospel that characterizes all of our campuses—at
least on our best days.
Looking back over forty years of scholarly publication, let us rededicate ourselves tonight to the mission of the journal whose accomplishments we celebrate:
The Christian scholar, experiencing the redemptive love of God and welcoming the enriching perspective of divine revelation, accepts as part of his or her vocation the obligation not
only to pursue an academic discipline, but also to contribute toward a broader and more
unified understanding of life and the world. This vocation therefore includes the obligation to communicate such an understanding to the Christian community and to the entire
world of learning.
The Christian Scholar’s Review is intended as a medium through which Christian scholars
may cooperate in pursuing these facets of their tasks. Specifically, this publication has as
its primary objective the integration of Christian faith and learning on both the intra- and
inter-disciplinary levels. As a secondary purpose, this journal seeks to provide a forum
for the discussion of the theoretical issues of Christian higher education. The Review is
intended to encourage communication and understanding both among Christian scholars,
and between them and others.

Concluding Remarks by Jerry A. Pattengale, Associate Publisher, CSR;
Associate Provost for Public Engagement, Indiana Wesleyan University
As we conclude this celebration, it’s perhaps fitting to note that we are at our
40th year while the world celebrates the King James’ 400th. During the last few
weeks, I’ve been privileged to help represent the KJV’s anniversary at the Vatican
Embassy, the Sagamore Institute, and at Baylor University, and would like to share
an observation. That is, that of all articles on the KJV, only 17.5% do not cite Mark
Noll.1 In fact, after reading the re-issue of the enjoyable Christian History Magazine,
I had to double-check my sources to make sure that Mark wasn’t among the famed
forty-seven, that is, the actual 1611 translators. However, I haven’t checked the
Douh-Rheims or Geneva sources.2
In all seriousness, as we consider the richness of contributions to CSR during the past 40 years, as we’ve seen again here tonight, we are indeed seated in
This number is totally fictitious, shared in jest to overstate the preponderance of quotes
from Mark Noll’s works (with Mark in the audience).
2
The Vatican Embassy, Sagamore Institute, and Baylor events were in conjunction with the
Green Collection and The Green Scholar’s Initiative. See http://www.explorepassages.com
and http://www.greenscholarsinitiative.com.
1
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a great cloud of witnesses.
Like the KJV celebration, we CSR readers are also reminded that a great story
is unfolding, and we’re fortunate to capture some of the journal’s institutional
history. An institution, after all, is a systematic response to a recurring need. And
we are indeed meeting the perpetual need of serious inquiry into important matters of learning and faith. Similar to the literary institution of the KJV, the CSR
leadership team is reminded of our mortality, as some of our founding editors
are in retirement, along with wonderful professors like Julius Scott. And some
of our friends, like Bastiaan Van Elderen and Bruce Metzger, are now with our
Sovereign Lord.
CSR demands a mélange of editors, with around 939 articles and 800 reviews
published. And during two-score years, there have been about 4,695 rejected articles (based on an average acceptance rate of 20%). Dr. Edwin Yamauchi taught
me through his own actions that scholarship involves either new material or a
new angle, and the most profound scholarship includes both. Don King reminds
us often that articles also demand clarity and coherence. Todd Ream and Perry
Glanzer that important scholarship also benefits from relevance. And David
Hoekema that many writers may claim that God told them to submit their work,
and we’ll just have to wait for Him to tell us to accept it.
CSR remains true to its mission and is also fortunate to be among the few
academic journals with a viable business plan and strong bank account, thanks in
large part to Todd Steen. We also realize that to make it another forty years, we’ll
need a steady flow of submissions, veteran engagement with peers, including
young scholars, and innovative leadership. And yes, a continued vetting process
that honors well our work before the Lord.
In Debating Moral Education, when Stanley Hauerwas pauses from critiquing
Stanley Fish, he profoundly notes that Christian educators are fortunate to be one
of the last people groups with a common language and literature. My friends, the
CSR contributes to this common experience. Hauerwas also reminds us that the
real purpose of Christian colleges is to know how to love God better. Above all
else, for his glory to redound to Him. And let that be our charge.3
As we make our own ascents to our own Mt. Pisgahs like our venerated editors before us, we need to find Joshuas. Like Moses, we need to pray for God’s
guidance in finding those to anoint, educate, and introduce to our community as
the ones taking the work and message across the Jordan into the future.

See Elizabeth Kiss and J. Peter Euben, editors, Debating Moral Education: Rethinking the Role of
the Modern University (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2010) and Jerry Pattengale, “What
are Universities for? The Tested Terrain of Moral Education,” Books & Culture (Summer 2010).
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